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Resolved, That we fully approve, and commend to the favor and support 
of the ministers and churches within our limits, the special efforts now pro- 
posed by the friends of Peace, to procure the speedy adoption, by our own 
and the British Government, of a provision for the settlement of all future 
misunderstandings by arbitration as the last resort instead of the sword. 

The General Conference of Maine took a similar stand in favor of the move- 
ment; but we have not yet received an authentic copy of their action. 
These are all the ecclesiastical bodies before which we have had time to bring 
the subject. 

Prospects op this Effort. — It must, of course, require time to carry 
out a plan like this, which proposes a general appeal to the friends of peace 
throughout the country ; but the prospects of success are better than we could 
have expected at so early a day. Arrangements have been made for promptly 
canvassing all the New England States ; and our Secretary has just returned 
from a tour of nearly 3000 miles through the West, where he has attempted, with 
good prospects of success, similar arrangements for seven of the Western 
States. We are greatly indebted to our friend Thomas II. Palmer, Esq., for the 
labors he is now performing for the object in Vermont ; and, if those who have 
undertaken a similar service for other States, are as zealous and successful in 
their spheres, we shall in due time have a very encouraging report to make. If 
all who profess, and really feel friendship for our cause, will just come promptly 
to our aid in this movement, it cannot fail ; and its full success will reward all 
our past efforts a thousand times over. 



STIPULATED ARBITRATION. 
Action op the Legislature of Connecticut. 

This subject was brought by petition before the Legislature of Connec- 
ticut near the middle of May ; and by the kind and efficient agency of our 
friend, the Hon. IIawley Oxmstead, a member of the Senate from New 
Haven, the following resolutions were adopted June 30th : — 

Resolutions in favor of Stipulated Arbitration as a Substitute for 

War. 

Whereas, the determination of national controversies by an appeal to arms, is 
always and inevitably productive of immense evils ; and whereas the spirit 
and enterprises of the age, but more especially the genius of our government, the 
habits of our people, and the highest permanent prosperity of the Republic, as 
well as the claims of humanity & the precepts of the Christain religion, obliga- 
tory alike on individuals and nations, all require the adoption of every feasible 
measure consistent with the national honor, and the security of our rights, to 
prevent, as far as possible, the recurrence of war hereafter ; therefore. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That it is eminently proper and desirable for the 
government of these United States, whenever practicable to secure in its treaties 
with other nations, a provision referring to the decision of umpires all future 
questions and disagreements that can not be satisfactorily adjusted by amicable 
negotiation, in the first instance, before a resort to hostilities shall be had. 

Resolved, That the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State, 
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be requested to use their best endeavors for the accomplishment of this object, 
and that the Governor of this State be also requested to transmit to each, and to 
the President of the United States, a copy of these Resolutions. 

We learn with as much surprise as regret, that the passage of these re- 
solutions was vehemently opposed by a single youthful member of the 
Senate, on the strange allegation of their being aimed against the present 
national administration ; but members of his own party in both branches of the 
Legislature wisely repudiated this idea by voting for the measure. Such an 
allegation we deem unjust to the men who now hold the helm of our Repub- 
lic ; and we trust the good sense of our rulers and our people alike will re- 
cognise this great measure of peace as strictly common to all parties and all 
sections. We hardly see how it can be twisted into a party issue ; and 
certainly the friends of peace have always urged it as entirely aloof from 
such issues. So it has ever been regarded except in this case ; and the action by 
every other State Legislature has, so far as we know, been most remarkably 
harmonious and cordial. 



GLEANINGS FROM THE MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 

Origin of a War. — Rev. Henry Richard thus explained the way 
in which the present war of the British with the Burman Empire arose: — 

It seems that about the middle of the year 1851, 'complaints were made to 
the general government of India, that the Governor of Rangoon, one of 
the cities on the coast of Ava, had been practising extortions and oppressions 
on some bf the merchants trading in that port. I feel bound to state, with 
the utmost candor, that those complaints were well founded ; there is no 
doubt that the man was a tyrannical and unjust governor. But the first 
thin» our government did, instead of sending a peaceable negotiator to the 
government of Ava, was to despatch two vessels of war to Rangoon, to de- 
mand explanations at the mouth of the cannon. Well, these vessels of war, 
under the command of Commodore Lambert, presented themselves there ; 
and Commodore Lambert found, on investigation, that the complaints against 
this governor were well founded ; but he had instructions, if he could not 
bring this man to reason, before commencing hostilities, he should send to 
the government of Ava. He accordingly forwarded the despatch entrusted 
to him by the Governor-general, to the King of Ava. Now, mark ! a prompt 
and dignified, and most friendly reply was immediately received, complain- 
ing indeed of the threat with which the despatch from the Governor-general 
concluded, as not consistent with friendship, but conceding, in the most 
frank and honorable manner, all the demands that were made. These de- 
mands were, that the Governor of Rangoon should be displaced from his 
office on account of the tyranny he had practised against our merchants, and 
that certain pecuniary compensation should be granted to those merchants 
for the wrong they had endured. All these claims were immediately and 
most frankly conceded by the government of Ava ; as a proof of which, the 
Governor-General of India himself said, ' the letter addressed by the minis- 
ters of the King of Ava to the Governor of India, was friendly in its tone, 



